Mr. Richard Popplewell

Chief Executive

Stockport PCT

Regent House

Heaton Lane

Stockport

SK4 1BS

Dear Mr Popplewell

Re: Enhanced Services not commissioned by PCT

At our recent contract meeting, Stockport PCT outlined the enhanced services it was planning to commission from General Practice during 2004/5. 

We are frustrated that Stockport PCT has decided at this stage not to commission minor injury, alcohol and drug services from general practice. Enhanced services were negotiated by the General Practitioners Committee (GPC) of the BMA to secure resources for historically unfunded services in general practice, to enable PCTs to begin capacity development in primary care.

Naturally, along with our patients, we would have preferred to deliver these services in the new contract environment.  However from July 2004, we will refer all patients presenting with these conditions to the PCT’s chosen provider. All patients presenting with conditions detailed within the minor injury services specification will be referred to the nearest A+E department. Patients with substance misuse problems will be transferred to Pennine Care Trust.

Anti-coagulation monitoring and prescribing continues to present an unacceptable clinical risk in Stockport. In light of the PCT’s decision not fund an enhanced service, our practice will transfer both the monitoring and prescribing of anticoagulation medication, to the PCT funded provider of these services, from July 2004. The risk of transfer of care is less than the continued risk of current service provision.

Unless funding for the continued prescription of other “amber list” drugs is made available in the next 3 months, we will cease to prescribe these medications, and patients’ care in this regard will also be transferred to secondary care.

We understand that practices providing minor surgery under the relevant Directed Enhanced Service will have their activity restricted by quota. It is our practice’s intention to undertake qualifying minor surgical procedures up to our quota. Once our quota has been reached, unless additional funding is made available, additional activity will be referred to secondary care.

Further we reserve the right to cease provision, at a later date, of other services not classified as “essential” or “additional”, e.g. 5 year CHD screening programme, with 3 months notice, unless discussion with Stockport PCT (through the LMC) does not result in the development of enhanced service specifications for such services.

In all cases, patients will be advised that the requirement to seek treatment from an alternative service provider is consequent to local implementation of the new contract, and that any queries in this respect should be directed to the PCT.

Yours sincerely

